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• Understand the Assessment Objectives for the 

qualification

• Understand the question types for the qualification

• Understand the mark schemes for the qualification

• Practise using the mark schemes using exemplar 

student work

Aims and objectives
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16.00     Introduction, Poll to get to know the delegates

16.07     How is all the content assessed?

16.20     Paper 1 Listening

16. 40    Paper 2 Writing

16. 45    Assessment Criteria For Writing Q7

Mark a sample in French, German or Spanish

17.00    BREAK

17.05    Looking at Paper 2 Q8

17.10    Paper 2 Reading – Looking at Q3, Q4 and Q5

17. 20   Paper 3 Speaking overview

17. 25   Assessment criteria for Speaking Part A and Parts B and C  

17. 35   Listen to a Speaking test and apply the assessment criteria: 

Discussions 1 and 2

18.00    Support available from Pearson

Session agenda
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1. Are you teaching the current Edexcel International 

GCSE specification?

2. What are the key reasons for session attendance?

3. What is the single most important thing you hope to 

take away from the session?

Poll to get to know the delegates 
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• Assessment Objectives

• The Topic Areas

• Minimum Core Vocabulary

• Grading 9 to 1

How is all the content assessed?
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AO1 Understand and respond, in writing, to spoken language 

AO2 Communicate in writing, using a register appropriate to the 

situation, showing knowledge of a range of vocabulary in common 

usage and of the grammar and structures prescribed in the 

specification, and using them accurately  

AO3 Understand and respond, in writing, to written language 

AO4 Communicate in speech, showing knowledge of a range of 

vocabulary in common usage and of the grammar and structures 

prescribed in the specification, and using them accurately 

Assessment objectives and 
weightings
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Relationship of assessment objectives
(AO) to examination papers
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Paper number

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Paper 1 25% O% 0% 0%

Paper 2 0% 25% 25% 0%

Paper 3 0% 0% 0% 25%

Total for 

International  

GCSE

25%
25% 25% 25%
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Topic Areas

9



• Helps to plan your work in relation to your programmes

of study.

• Questions targeted at grades 1 to 5 will be based on 

this vocabulary list, although they may include some 

unfamiliar vocabulary.

• The vocabulary is listed under the different topics and 

sub-topics.

Minimum Core Vocabulary list
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9–1 Grading scale 



Length of assessment
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Overview of the specification

Paper 1

Listening

Duration of exams Summary of assessment

Marks: 40 Examination: 30 mins 

+5 minutes reading time  
• Seven recorded extracts in 

spoken target language with an 

incline of difficulty throughout the 

paper.

• Task types include multiple-

choice, multiple-matching, note-

taking, table-completion and gap-

fill questions.



.

Looking at the SAMs, Spanish 
Paper 1 – Q4 and the points-based 
mark scheme
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.. 

Looking at the SAMs, Spanish Paper 1 
– Q4
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.. 

Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 1 
– Q6
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.. 

Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 1 
– Q6
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.

Looking at the SAMs, German Paper 1
– Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, German Paper 1 
– Q7
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• 1hr 45 mins available 

for the whole paper 

• Students can divide 

the time as they wish 

Summary of assessment

• Five reading passages in Spanish

• One text will be taken from a 

literary source with questions 

requiring note-taking from the text. 

• Three writing and grammar 

questions. 

• Questions 6 and 7 require 

candidates to write 60–75 words 

and 130–150 words. 

• Question 8 is a grammar-based 

task which requires candidates to 

complete a text with the correct 

grammatical form of verbs or 

adjectives.   

Paper 2

Reading

• Marks: 40

Writing

• Marks: 40

Length of assessment

Overview of the specification

Paper
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 2 
– Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, German Paper 2 
– Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish Paper 2 
– Q7
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Assessment criteria for Writing Q7
Levels-based mark scheme
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Assessment criteria for Writing Q7
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Écris un e-mail à un(e) ami(e) qui ne pratique pas 

d’activités physiques. Tu dois mentionner les points 

suivants: 

• Les effets positifs de faire de l’exercice

• Ton opinion sur les sports d’équipe

• Un sport que tu as pratiqué récemment

• Comment tu motiverais les jeunes à faire une activité

sportive.

French
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(c) Schreib einen Bericht für eine Umweltzeitschrift. Du 

musst Folgendes erwähnen: 

• welche Umweltprobleme es in deiner Gegend gibt 

• was du und deine Schule letztes Jahr für die Umwelt 

gemacht habt 

• warum wir alle etwas für die Umwelt machen sollen 

• wie öffentliche Verkehrsmittel in der Zukunft sein 

werden. 

German

28



29



30



Responde a este correo electrónico. Debes mencionar: 

• una descripción de tu dormitorio

• lo que hiciste con tu familia en casa ayer 

• lo que no te gusta de tu casa 

• dónde vivirás en el futuro.

Spanish
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 2 
– Q8
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Looking at the SAMs, German Paper 2 
– Q8
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish Paper 2 
– Q8
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Paper 2 AO3 – Understand and respond, in writing, to 

written language

Five reading passages in Spanish. One text will be 

adapted from a literary source.

Paper 2 – Reading
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish Paper 2 
– Q3
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish Paper 2 
– Q3
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Looking at the SAMs, German Paper 2 
– Q4
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 2 
– Q5
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 2 
– Q5
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 2 
– Q5
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Length of assessment

• 8–10 minutes

Summary of assessment

• In Section A students 

respond to questions on a 

picture of their own choice

• In Sections B and C 

candidates take part in a 

spontaneous discussion. 

The timing of the tasks is:

• Task A: 2 to 3 minutes 

• Task B: 3 to 3 minutes 30 

seconds 

• Task C: 3 to 3 minutes 30 

seconds.

Paper 3

Speaking 

• Marks 40

Overview of the specification

Paper
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Picture-based discussion

TE must ask candidate five

questions (plus allowed 

prompts). 

There are five types of 

questioning which TE must 

cover in the order given. 

TEs must ensure they ask 

one question from each 

question type.

Question types

Type 1: A description of 

what is in the picture

Type 2: Specific factual 

information about the 

picture

Type 3: Past or future 

hypothesis

Type 4: Opinions about the 

picture

Type 5: Evaluation

Prompts

The following three 

prompts (in the target 

language) may be used:

• Why/why not?

• Anything else?

• Is that all?

No other supplementary 

questions

TEs must not deviate

from these prompts.

Questions in Task A  

Picture-based discussion



Questions for the second part of 
the oral exam – Tasks B and C

45

Conversations on topics 

TE uses the randomisation 

grid provided by Pearson to 

determine which topic is to be 

examined in 

1. Task B conversation 1 

and 

2. Task C conversation 2.

TEs do not choose the topics 

for the two conversations.

TEs should:

• ask open questions

• ask questions at a level 

appropriate to candidate’s 

ability

• link questions to the 

previous response as far 

as possible

• elicit a range of tenses 

structures and vocab

• elicit opinions and 

justifications

• provide candidates with an 

opportunity to expand

Timings:

• TEs should respect timings

• Tasks B and C should not 

exceed 7 minutes (3 mins 

– 3 mins 30 seconds each)

• Excess candidate material 

will not be assessed.



Assessment criteria for Speaking 
Task A
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Assessment criteria for Speaking 
Task A
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Assessment criteria for Speaking 
Tasks B and C
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Assessment criteria for Speaking 
Tasks B and C
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Assessment criteria for Speaking   
Part B and C
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Task A

The recording will be paused at end of Task A to mark this 

task.

a) Task A Picture-based discussion

Discussion 1

• Is the picture appropriate?

• Does the Teacher-Examiner ask the 5 types of question?

• Does the Teacher-Examiner use only the allowed prompts?

Listen to a speaking test and apply 
the assessment criteria 
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Listen to a speaking test and apply 
the assessment criteria 
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Task B

b) Task B Conversations on topics

Discussion 2

• Does the Teacher-Examiner ask a range of question 

types to allow the candidate to fulfil the assessment 

criteria?

• Does the Teacher-Examiner respect the timings?

Listen to a speaking test and apply 
the assessment criteria
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Type ‘Pearson International GCSE’ into a search engine 
(e.g. Google) and choose French German or Spanish

(all subjects arranged alphabetically)

Thank you for attending this session 

Online teaching and learning and 
assessment support
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